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Burundi 


Grenade Blast Kills 3, Injures 32 in Ngozi 
EA1704174495 Bujumbura ABP in French 1400 GMT 
17 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bujumbura, 17 Apr (ABP)— 
According to the ABP [Agence Burundaise de Presse] cor- 
respondent in Ngozi in northern Burundi, three people were 
killed and 32 others injured, three of them seriously, when 
two grenades exploded on Sunday [16 April] evening at the 
Ngozi market. Those who threw the grenades fled the scene 
and the police are still searching for them. 


Later on that night, another person was arrested by the 
security forces after he threw a grenade into a bar. It caused 
no serious damage. It is still not clear whether this indi- 
vidual was working with the aforementioned culprits. 


Such incidents, which have become less frequent since 
the start of the campaign to reestablish peace and secu- 
rity, are surprising in this commune, which was not the 
scene of massacres in October 1993. 


Central African Republic 


AFP Provides Koyambounou’s New Cabinet List 
AB1804103995 Paris AFP in French 0818 GMT 18 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bangui, 18 Apr (AFP)— Below is the 
list of the Central African Republic [CAR]’s new cabinet, 
formed yesterday evening by Prime Minister Gabriel Koy- 
ambounou: 


Minister of State for: 
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1 
Territorial Administration & Kiandji, Thierry (new) 
National Security 
Women’s Affairs & National Andet-Koyara, Marie-Noelle 
Solidarity (old) 
Decentralization & Regional- Gaba, Gerard 


ization 


Justice, in charge of Law 
Reform 


Maras, Betty (new) 


Posts and Telecommunications 


Sakanga, Vincent (new) 


Youth & Sports 


Ogbami, Fidel 


Water, Forests, Hunting, 
Fishing, Tourism, & Eaviron- 
ment 


Baba, Ngom Laurent 


Transport & Civil Aviation 


Yomba-Eyamo, Albert (new) 


Health & Population 


Ngaindiro, Gabriel Fio (new) 


Environment & Tourism 


Dede, Daniel Emery (new) 


Secretary of State for: 


General Secretariat of the Gov- | Bodemo, Simone 
ernment 
External Relations Gueremmatchi, Dominique 
(new) 
Education Zokoe, David (new) 
Defense N’dayen, Didace (Gen.) (new) 
Chad 


AFP Provides Djimasta’s New Cabinet List 


AB1704072595 Paris AFP in English 2350 GMT 16 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] N’djamena, April 17 (AFP)— 
Here is a list of the new government in Chad, named 
Sunday [16 April] by Prime Minister Djimasta Koibla. 


External Relations, in charge 


Dokouna, Emmanuel (old) 


of Francophone Affairs Prime Ministe, Djimasta Koibla 
Defense & Veterans Mette-Yapende, Jean (old) Justice Maldom Bada Abbas (new) 
Parliamentary Relations Kombot-Naguemo, Nestor (new) Foreign Affairs Ahmat Abderamane Haggar 


Minister of: 


Territorial Administration 


Mahamat Nouri (new) 


External Relations, in charge 


Bedaya-Ngaro, Simon (old) 


Finance 


Mahamat Ahmat Alhabo (former 


of Francophone Affairs education minister) 
Civil Service, Employment, Anguimate, Eloi (new) Planning and Cooperation Mariam Mahamat Nour 
Social Security & Vocational 

Training Public Works and Transport Gali Gata Nghote (new) 
Education, Scientific Research, | Mberyo, Albert (new) National Education, Youth and Nassour Owaido (new) 


& Technology 


Power & Mineral Resources 


Massi, Charles (old) 


Agriculture & Animal Hus- 
bandry 


Badekara, Gabriel Dotte 


Industry, Commerce, & Crafts 


Agbo, Joseph (new) 


Communications, Art, & Cul- 
ture 


Saragba, Maurice (new) 


Economy, Planning, & Cooper- 


ation 


Be, Dogonendji (new) 


Public Works, Housing & 
Construction 


Beket, Dieudonne (new) 


Sports 


Rural Development 


Mahamat Abdoum Kalaboune 
(former agriculture minister) 


Trade and Industrial Promotion 


Abbas Mahamat Ambadi (new) 


Animal Husbandry and Water 


Mahamat Nour Mallaye 


Armed Forces Ali Absakine 

Post and Telecommunications Moktar Nganassou (new) 
Culture, Youth and Sports Mahamat Seid Farah (new) 
Environment and Tourism Moise Kette (new) 


Public Health 


Dangbe Laoubele (new) 
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Mines, Energy and Oil Paul Mbaidjim (new) 
Communications, Government Yussuf Mbodou Mbani (new) 
spokesman 
Women and Social Affairs Achta Selguet (new) 
Civil Service Salibou Garba 
Public Security Noudjaibaye Ngaryana (former 
health minister) 


Two Former Ministers Not Included Among 
Cabinet 


LD1604222595 Paris Radio France International in 
French 2130 GMT 16 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The list of the new government in 
Chad has just been published: It has 20 members instead of 
15 before. In particular, the presence in the new team of the 
former southern rebel, Moise Tchiete, will be noted. Dieud- 
onne Djonabaye reports from Ndjamena: 


[Djonabaye] Two members of the government regarded 
as friends of the head of state are not included in the 
government of Koibla Djimasta. They are Miskine 
Abderamane Izzo, the minister of the interior, and Loum 
Hinaissou Laina, minister of justice and keeper of the 
seals. These members of the government are certainly 
paying the price for the poor conduct of t..e election 
census, which was cancelled at the beginning of the 
month by the Ndjamena court of appeal. 


Several leaders of opposition parties are joining the 
government. Let us name, among others, Gali Gatta 
Ngothe as minister of public works, and the former 
southern rebel, Tchiete Moise in environment and 
tourism. 


The main task of the Djimasta government will be to 
prepare the elections planned for the end of this year. 
According to reliable sources the formation of the new 
government was the subject of fierce negotiations 
between the prime minister and the head of state who 
wanted to keep certain of his loyalists in the government 
at any cost. In any case, Djimasta’s difficulties are only 
just beginning. 


Let us note finally that the new Chad Government has 
two women, as against two in the previous one. 


Rwanda 


Official Announces Reopening of Sccondary Schools 
AB1804110695 Paris AFP in English 0935 GMT 18 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Kigali, April 18 (AFP)— 
Twenty-three of Rwanda’s state secondary schools, out 
of a total of 112 before last year’s genocidal civil war, 
reopened their doors to pupils on Tuesday [18 April] 
morning, the education minister announced. 


The minister, Pierre-Celestin Rwigema, said in a radio 
broadcast that the aim was to open 80 schools by the end 
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of the year. The others were too badly damaged during 
the carnage between last April and July. 


Classes in mathematics, physics and biochemistry, as 
well as training for nurses, resumed Tuesday, with lan- 
guage lessons to start up again shortly, the minister 
added. 


Many teachers died or fled and Rwanda’s infrastructure 
was shattered during the war won by the minority 
Tutsi-led Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) after Hutu 
extremist militias and troops of the former government 
army massacred more than 500,000 Tutsis and opposi- 
tion Hutus. 


Speaking in Kinyarwanda, the national language, 
Rwigema said the costs of teaching the thousands of 
children orphaned in the war would be handled by the 
government, which also planned to pay the salaries of 
teachers in private schools. 


He did not say how many private schools were func- 
tioning. 


Primary school classes resumed seven months ago and in 
March some 65,000 pupils were able to sit examinations 
to move on to secondary education. The university 


began operating again on April 2. 


More than a million of Rwanda’s pre-war population of 
about eight million are still living in exile in refugee 
camps in neighbouring Zaire, many of them Hutus 
fearful of reprisals for the bloodletting. 


The carnage began after Hutu President Juvenal Habya- 
rimana was killed when his plane was shot down on April 
6 last year, sparking an ethnic explosion that left a fragile 
peace pact between the Hutus and the RPF in tatters. 


The coalition government formed by the RPF has jailed 
thousands of people in appallingly overcrowded prisons, 
with the intention of bringing them to trial for genocide. 
The UN Security Council has also set up an international 
criminal tribunal which is expected to begin hearings in 
Tanzania in the second half of the year. 


Zaire 


Rwandan Refugees Returning to Goma Camps 
AB1604155695 Paris AFP in English 1545 GMT 16 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Goma, Zaire, April 16 (AFP)— 
Rwandan refugees who planned to go home are returning 
to camps in Zaire or refusing to leave because of insta- 
bility at home and tension between Rwanda and Zaire, 
relief workers said here. 


As recently as one month ago, some 1,000 of the mainly 
Hutu refugees living here were leaving daily to return to 
Rwanda, aid workers said. But now that number has 
fallen to less than 300 weekly, with hundreds who had 
left coming back to the camp at Goma in southern Zaire, 
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according to a spokesman for the International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross (ICRC). About 750,000 refugees 
are currently living in the camp. 


Threats at home after mainly Hutu groups killed 
between 500,000 and one million people last year, most 
of them Tutsis, have frightened Hutus here who might 
otherwise leave, said Joe] Boutrou, the Goma represen- 
tative for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees. 


“There are a lot of people in the camps who want to go 
home but what they are hearing from the other side of 
the border is not encouraging,’”’ he said. 


Some refugees who leave have found that their homes 
and properties have been taken over and, if they com- 
plain, are told that they could be charged in connection 
with the genocidal blood-letiing last year, one refugee 
said. 


Another problem is that tension has increased between 
Zaire and Rwanda following an attack on another ref- 
ugee camp in early March. Zaire blamed the attack on 
the Tutsi-dominated Rwandan Patriotic Front which 
took power in Kigali in the wake of the civil disorder. 
The Rwandan government has denied the charge. 


To worsen matters, there were demonstrations last week 
against a UN mission in Rwanda in Gisenyi, on the 
border with Rwanda, witnesses said. 


These demonstrations frightened refugees thinking of 
returning since it is the UN mission which ensures their 
safety, according to the ICRC and Boutrou. 


The United Nations has been pressing Zaire to negotiate 
with Kigali to convince it to accept its citizens. “They 
must reach out until they are either accepted or com- 
pletely rejected,” said Boutrou. 


But Zairian officials working on the refugee problem 
seem discouraged, saying that Rwanda has given little 
indication that it is willing to take back the refugees. 


And Zaire is becoming impatient with the presence of so 
many refugees, with one newspaper saying that it was not 
up to Zaire to “carry the burden of Rwanda’s war.” 


1,500 Troops Deployed to Refugee Camps 
AB1704175995 Paris AFP in English 1743 GMT 17 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Goma, Zaire, April 17 
(AFP)— Zaire has completed the deployment of 1,500 of 
its troops as a security force in camps in the east of the 
country teeming with more than a million Rwandan 
refugees, authoritative sources said. 


The last members of the force were put in place at the 
start of this week, said the sources in Goma and the 
capital Kinshasa, under an agreement between Zaire 
authorities and the office of the UN High Com missioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR). The United Nations declined 
responsibility for setting up such a force. 
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The force, whose presence has prompted concern from 
aid agencies that it may lack the discipline to ensure 
order is maintained in the camps, is split evenly between 
sites in North Kivu near Goma, where 750,000 refugees 
are sheltered, and South Kivu, which has around 
300,000. 


Most of the refugees are members of Rwanda’s Hutu 
majority that fled the country during and after last year’s 
civil war in which up to one million Tutsis and moderate 
Hutus were slaughtered. Fear spread through the south 
Kivu camps after 37 people, including two Zaireans, 
were killed there in an attack on March 11 [date as 
received]. 


The attack also fuelled tensions between Zaire and 
Rwanda. Zaire blamed it on the Tutsi-dominated 
Rwandan Patriotic Front which took power in Kigali in 
July in the wake of the civil slaughter. The Rwandan 
government denied the charge. 


Aid workers said relative calm recently returned to all 
the camps, but added that virtually no Hutu refugees 
were now presenting themselves for repatriation. As 
recently as a month ago, some 1,000 refugees a day were 
returning to Rwanda. UNHCR officials in Goma said 
many others still wanted to go back but were being 
dissuaded by reports of instability at home. 


The Tutsi-led Rwandan government has since April 2 
blocked all aid convoys that transit through its territory, 
arguing that it is “immoral to feed the criminals” in the 
camps. 


Many of the hardline Hutus blamed for the bulk of the civil 
slaughter fled to the camps, from where reports have indi- 
cated they are preparing a new military campaign. 


A refugee in the Goma region said: “If we are all considered 
criminals we might as well stay here rather than going off to 
die like the others in Rwanda in the Tutsis’ prisons.” 
Thousands of suspected participants in the carnage are 
awaiting trial in overcrowded Rwandan jails. 


Officials acknowledge that the continuing bitter enmity 
between Hutus and Tutsis is a huge barrier to the 
refugees’ return. But a UNHCR official in Goma 
warned: “The goodwill shown by Zaire in continuing to 
welcome these refugees may one day run out.’’ [passage 
omitted] 


New Bank Notes Circulated 17 Apr; Workers 


AB1704162595 Libreville Airica No. 1 in French 1215 
GMT 17 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] In Zaire, the 5,000 new zaire and 
10,000 new zaire bank notes were put into circulation today. 
The governor of the state’s Central Bank, justifying putting 
them into circulation, said these new bank notes cannot be 
counterfeited. It he also been learned from reliable sources 
that these new bank notes will help to pay the salary arrears 
of workers, but the workers have reacted through the 
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Council of Public Service Workers’ Union by saying that 
they have categorically refused to be paid with these new 
bank notes. This is what Kisuwa Kuabene, spokesman of 
this trade union, told Raphael Mbadinga. 


[Begin Kisuwa recording] First, the Kengo government 
has put these two bank notes into circulation without 
previously informing the people. We will fall back into 
the same situation as the Birindwa government when 
they said we needed monetary reform in order to have 
liquidity to pay the arrears of the state workers. Now, 
Birindwa is gone and we are still in the arrears. Before 
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Birindwa, there was the Nguz A Karl-I-Bond govern- 
ment and the general secretaries who said that it was 
necessary for the people to agree to use the 5 million 
denomination bank notes to pay the arrears, but this 
government has also gone, leaving unpaid salaries 
behind. So, we feel they just use the payment of state’s 
arrears as a pretext to print new bank notes with high 
face values. We consider that it is yet another way of 
duping the workers of the state. We will not accept these 
bank notes. We prefer to be paid with the notes which are 
in circulation already. [end recording] 
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Ethioni 
Gertie & Caniages Gaus Sem 


EAI1704123095 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia Network in 
Amharic 0400 GMT 17 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The first contingent of an 
Ethiopian peacekeeping force, which was sent to 
Rwanda to bring about peace and stability in that 
country, returned home yesterday evening. The first 
contingent of peacekeepers returned home after several 
months, after having successfully accomplished its mis- 
sion in Rwanda. Its replacement will, according to an 
agreement reached by the Ethiopian Government and 
the United Nations, be sent to Rwanda soon. 


Lieutenant Colonel Haile Terefe, the commander of the 
first contingent of Ethiopian peacekeepers, said that it 
had fulfilled its objectives. The second contingent of 
Ethiopian peacekeepers will arrive in Rwanda within 
(?six) days. [passage omitted] 


Kenya 


President Heads for IGADD Mecting in Ethiopia 
EAI 704162295 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1300 GMT 17 Apr 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] His Excellency President 
Daniel arap Moi this afternoon departed to Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, for a two-day official visit during which 
he will attend the Intergovernmental Authority on 
Drought and Development, IGADD, heads of state 
summit. The presidential plane left the Jomo Kenyatta 
International Airport in Nairobi at 1430. [passage 
omitted] 


Alleged Guerrilla Leader Still in Uganda 


EAI1704205895 Nairobi KTN Television Network in 
English 1600 GMT 17 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The self-styled Kenyan guerrilla 
leader, Brigadier John Odongo, who is the head of the 
February 18 Resistance Army, FERA, is still hoied up in 
Uganda and not Ghana as earlier claimed by the 
Ugandan Government. 


A Kenyan diplomat in Uganda was quoted today by a 
local [Ugandan] weekly THE MONITOR, as confirming 
that Odongo is still in Uganda, contrary to previous 
reports by Ugandan authorities that the controversial 
guerrilla leader had been relocated to Ghana. Odongo 
was initially registered in Uganda as a refugee. The 
official, who sought anonymity, said Kenyan authorities 
had failed to trace Odongo in Ghana, and therefore 
concluded that the alleged guerrilla was still in Uganda. 


Earlier last month, the Kenyan Government accused 
Odongo of plotting to overthrow the Kenyan Govern- 
ment using Uganda as his base. Uganda, however, dis- 
missed the claim. 
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Meanwhile, the Ugandan weekly also alleged that Kenya 
had set aside at lease 300 million Ugandan shillings to 
support and promote subversive activities against the 
government of [Ugandan President] Yoweri Museveni. 
It further alleges that Kenya plans to use as a bait a 
National Resistance Army defector who allegedly fled to 
Kenya last week, Lieutenant Colonel (Rowland 
Kavuma), as a bargaining chip to return him to Uganda 
in exchange for Odongo. However, the Kenyan principal 
immigration officer, Frank Kwinga, yesterday denied the 
existence of (Kavuma) in Kenya. 


Somalia 


Warlord Ali Mahdi Says Country May 
‘Disintegrate’ 
AB1504204095 Paris AFP in English 1922 GMT 15 Apr 95 


[By Ali Musa Abdi] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mogadishu, April 15 (AFP)— 
Somali self-styled President Ali Mahdi Mohamed 
warned Saturday [15 April] that Somalia could disinte- 
grate if a government of national unity was not estab- 
lished within 90 days. 


“The new phenomenon of autonomous authorities in 
some regions of the country depresses me,”’ said Ali 
Mahdi, whose sentiments were prompted at least in part 
by the decision two weeks ago of the Digil and Mirifle 
com munities in southern Somalia to establish an auton- 
omous region. 


Ali Mahdi’s Somali Salvation Alliance (SSA) controls 
northern areas of the capital, Mogadishu. The SSA 
includes the United Somali Congress-Somali Patriotic 
Movement (USC/UPM) factions. 


The southern half of the city and most of its environs are 
controlled by rival warlord General Mohamed Farah 
Aidid’s Somali National Alliance (SNA) faction. 


“If the Somalis fail to establish a government, the 
country will end up in clan-ruled emirates which is much 
more disastrous than the mess we were found in in 
1991-92,” said Ali Mahdi. 


Warfare between Ali Mahdi and Aidid’s backers after the 
overthrow of dictator Mohamed Siad Barre in January 
1991 caused a massive famine and led to intervention by 
US troops in December 1992. These troops were placed 
by UN peacekeepers, the last of whom pulled out this 
year. 


Ali Mahdi told the press conference that his faction 
welcomed proposals by the UN Security Council to 
establish a small liaison office in Somalia to coordinate 
humanitarian assistance and to facilitate negotiations 
between local warring clan leaders. 


“We condemn those opposing international efforis at a 
time when the death toll in Somalia from clan warfare 
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exceeds between 1,000 and 1,500 a day”, Ali Mahdi said in 
reference to his arch-rival Aidid, who has vowed that he 
would never again accept any UN presence in Somalia. 


At a press conference in the Somali capital on 
Wednesday, Aidid accused the United Nations in gen- 
eral and UN Secretary General Butrus Butrus-Ghali in 
particular of having “created most of the rival factions in 
Somalia and supplied them with arms and money to 
finance their war activities.” 


“No Somali with a sense of nationalism wants the 
revival of the UN activities in this country, no one can 
accept UN offices in Somalia now. It is even inappro- 
priate to talk about a UN return into Somali politics for 
the time being,” Aidid stressed. 


But on Saturday Aji Mahdi reiterated the need for the 
UN presence in Somalia to ease threats of another civil 
war and to the world community to spare no 
efforts in helping the Somali people. 


Asked to comment on the current fighting in Hiran 
region north of Mogadishu between the Habr Gedir 
militia supporting Aidid and Ali Mahdi’s own Hawadle 
supporters, Ali Mahdi appealed to both sides to stop 
fighting immediately. 


“Their problem is negotiable if they are fighting for 
control of the road that links Mogadishu to the central 
regions,” said Ali Mahdi. 


Uganda 


Police Arrest Suspected Rebels, Recover Arms 


EA1504190895 Kampala Radio Uganda Network in 
English 1700 GMT 15 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Police has arrested the chief orga- 
nizer and four rebel suspects of an anti-government group 
calling themselves the Uganda Democratic Front, UDF, 
and recovered weapons and a manifesto of the UDF in 
(Masaja Bizoi), Najjanankumbi, in Makindu Division. 
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The chief organizer of the Uganda Democratic Front, 
who has been arrested, is one (Joseph Lwse), a busi- 
nessman in Kampala. The four rebels are Lieutenant 
(Robert Ronai Matovu), an NRA [National Resistance 
Army] deserter, who was killed by mob justice; Sergeant 
(Medi)—alias (Patrick Sechembe)—an NRA deserter; 
(Juma Kakande), a driver in Securicor 2000; and (Desen 
Chimbewa), a civilian from Bwaise Kazoo. 


The weapons, which included seven sub-machineguns, 
two grenades, one land mine, 20 rounds of live ammu- 
nition and 20 magazines, were displayed at central police 
Station during a press conference which was addressed 
by the senior assistant commissioner of police in charge 
of support services, Mr. (Chris Bakiza). Mr. (Bakiza) 
appealed to members of the public to continue cooper- 
ating with the police in order to apprehend all criminals. 


Catholic Bishops Issue Message on Corruption 
EA1504202495 Kampala Radio Uganda Network in 
English 1700 GMT 15 Apr 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Catholic bishops of 
Uganda, through the Uganda Espiscopal Conference, 
have issued a joint message titled: Political Maturity, 
Consolidating Peace, and National Unity in Uganda; 
addressed to all people of goodwill in Uganda. 


The message is a followup of that which the bishops 
issued in 1988, titled: Toward a New National Consti- 
tution; and contains the bishops’ views on a variety of 
topics being discussed by the Constituent Assembly in its 
work of making a new national constitution for Uganda. 


The message stressed the power and sovereignty of the 
people, and condemned recent acts of insurgency and 
banditry, as well as all acts and practices against human 
life at whatever stage of existence. 


The message, signed by the secretary general of the 
Espiscopal Conference, Monsignor Alex Mukasa, 
decried corruption, which is growing to alarming propor- 
tions in our country. The message in full, signed by all 
the Catholic bishops of Uganda, is to be sent to all 
Catholic diocesan headquarters. 
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EU Trade Offer Seen as Tariff Reduction 


MB1704131995 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES 
(BUSINESS TIMES Supplement) in English 16 Apr 95 p 1 


[Report »y Kevin Davie] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The European Union is dan- 
gling a juicy carrot before South Africa—an agreement 
giving SA [South African] products free-trade access to 
its $7,000-billion market. The proposal by the European 
Commission, the EU’s Brussels-based executive, envis- 
ages that most SA goods— including agricultural] prod- 
ucts would be included in the deal, an EU source says. 


The deal would be asymmetrical, giving South Africa 
immediate access to the European market while South 
Africa’s own tariff barriers to the EU would be phased 
down over up to 15 years in the case of sensitive 
products, the source says. 


The EU offer is expected to be made formally after a 
meeting on May 29, when the Commissivsi is due to be 
mandated to begin negotiations with South Africa. The 
Commission's proposal was presented to the EU’s 
Council of Ministers in Brussels on Monday. 


Neil van Heerden, South Africa’s ambassador to the EU, 
says rules under World Trade Organisation (the suc- 
cessor to Gatt) allow for asymmetrical tariff reductions 
of 10 years. Some experts argue that the phase-down can 
be longer in the case of “‘sensitive’’ areas, he says. 


The Commission is pushing the free-trade deal, which 
has been described as the most preferential the EU has 
offered any country, because of EU member countries’ 
strong investment and trade links with South Africa. The 
EU accounts for 50 percent of foreign direct investment 
in South Africa, 40 percent of exports and 33 percent of 
imports. 


Joac de Deus Pinheiro, the EU’s head of relations with 
South Africa, has said the “generous” free-trade deal can 
be made to accommodate “everything South Africa 
aspires to”. Professor Pinheiro will use a visit to South 
Africa on May 11 and 12 to brief the government on che 
free-trade area. He says the free-trade area will also cover 
services and the free movement of capital. “For certain 
products longer transition periods may be necessary for 
both parties.” Mr van Heerden says South Africa will 
rather aim to secure market access through the Lome 
Convention than a free-trade agreement. 


Market access through Lome has the benefit in that it is 
an existing package while the free-trade deal could 
involve product-by-product negotiations. It does not 
require a reciprocal lowering of tariffs. However, Lome 
limits market access, in the case of apples allowing 1,000 
tons annually to be imported duty free. South Africa 
exports 200,000 tons of apples a year to the EU. 


The EU is resisting SA membership of Lome, saying 
South Africa’s economy is too large to be accom modated 
within the special dispensation allowed by Gatt for the 
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convention. EU officials say SA membership of Lome, 
described as a “poor man’s club” and in which South 
Africa wouid have a 50 percent weighting, would cause 
its collapse as Gatt members would then withdraw their 
support for the convention. 


Mr van Heerden says there could be opposition from EU 
members to the Com mission’s free-trade deal, especially 
in areas such as fruit, where South Africa is already a 
market leader in Europe both in price and quality. But it 
is understood the com mission’s proposals follow discus- 
sion with member countries to ensure the offer could be 
as generous as possible without creating too many prob- 
lems for members. 


Economisi Predicts 3.5% Growth 


MB1204175795 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English 12 Apr 95 p 3 


[Report by Mungo Soggot} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} SA [South Africa] should notch 
up economic growth of 3.5 percent this year—the highest 
in eight years—even if there were another two interest 
rate hikes, Old Mutual economist David Mohr said 
yesterday. 


Presenting Old Mutual’s economic Monitor, Mohr said 
the economic ur swing appeared stronger than previous 
ones which har, depended on artificial stimulants like a 
gold price spurt or a cut in interest rates. The recovery 
would probably be robust enough not to be derailed by 
the interest rate hikes. 


“In short, the domestic recovery is well entrenched, 
being strong and widespread across all components of 
domestic spending and production.” 


It was particularly heartening that employment had 
started to pick up in most sectors where output was 
rising, such as manufacturing, construction and the 
financial sector. 


He warned of inflationary pressures from surging 
domestic demand, private sector credit growth, signs of 
shortages in certain types of skilled labour, and capacity 
constraints in industry. 


The economy's Achilles heel was still the balance of 
payments. 


It was worrying that a large portion of SA’s capital 
inflows were short-term as there was always a risk that 
these could reverse unexpectedly and knock the 
recovery. 


He said although there had been significant long-term 
inflows in the last quarter of last year, these were mainly 
from government's sovereign bond issue. 


Mohr said a current account deficit was not a problem as 
long as there was a growth in capacity which could help 
generate economic growth to service the increased debt. 
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It was vital that SA’s non-traditional exports such as 
manufacturing were improved. 


Mohr warned that the economy was still being stifled by 
structural constraints, which had to be sorted out while 
times were good. “If not corrected, structural problems 
often strike with a vengeance during downturns. SA 
should avoid this trap.” 


The targeted 1995/96 Budget deficit as a percentage of 
GDP of 5.8 percent was not low enough, although higher 
growth would probably get it below target. Mohr said the 
target should have been below 5 percent to meet with 
increasingly demanding international norms for accept- 
able budget deficits. Otherwise SA could start struggling 
to borrow international capital at reasonable rates. 


enna Ventures Formed With US., 


MB1204175695 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
12 Apr 95 p2 


[Report by Mzimkulu Malunga] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Corporate Africa yesterday 
announced a multibillion rand [R] joint venture will two 
leading international telecom munications companies. 


The partnership gives birth to a new company called 
New Africa Communications [NAC], to be owned 
equally by all three companies. 


The three partners involved in the deal have assets worth 
R108 billion. 


The deal, which brings United States-based Southwest 
Bell Corporation Communications [SBC] and the Brit- 
ish-based Cable and Wireless together for the first time, 
will have a board chaired by Corporate Africa chairman 
Dr Nthato Motlana. The main objective behind the 
formation of the NAC was to respond loan invitation by 
the Government for companies which could help 
Telkom [Telecommunications Corporation] install a 
million telephones in South Africa. 


A proposal will be made to Telkom by NAC before June 
2, which is the cutoff date for proposals from companies 
interested in going into joint ventures with the Govern- 
ment. 


Motlana said NAC honed to go into partnership with 
Telkom once the corporation had been “restructured” — 
as the Government prefers to call it. 


There has been speculation that Telkom could soon be 
privatised as part of the Government’s restructuring of 
state-owned companies. 


“We are not going into competition with Telkom, 
instead we would be bringing technological transfer and 
training facilities to the company,” said SBC Communi- 
cations vice-present (international) Mr Jim Meyers. 
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The director (commercial) of Cable and Wireless, Mr 
Ken Coppock, said his company would bring in its 
international expertise in providing network while its 
partners from across the Atlantic would contribute their 
wealth of experience from north and central America. 


He said Corporate Africa would bring with it local 
expertise and Motlana would lobby on behalf of the 
company. 


The new company would both get involved in the 
cellular business as both Cable and Wireless and Corpo- 
rate Africa were already providers in cellular network 
provider Mobile Telephone Network. In addition to 
bidding for the installation of telephones, NAC hopes to 
get involved in establishing information cable linkages 
between South Africa and other parts of the world. 


Currently there is an information cable linking Cape 
Town and Europe and it was likely another cable could 
be established from a city in South Africa to the Far East. 


Japanese To Help Develop ‘Supertag’ Technology 
MB1304120095 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English 13 Apr 95 p 4 


[Report by Michael Acot] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The SA [South African] inven- 
tion Supertag, projected as the revolutionary alternative 
to barcodes, has moved a step closer to commercial 
reality with the involvement of four leading Japanese 
companies. 


The Japanese consortium has signed up to develon a 
commercial version of Supertag, and Japanese experts 
will visit SA next month to be trained in Supertag 
technology and then take back with them a complete 
demonstration unit. 


The Supertag technology was developed by the CSIR 
{Council for Scientific and Industria Research] in Pre- 
toria. The Supertag is a simple radio transponder and is 
suitable for implementation as a single chip plus 
antenna. It acts as an “electronic label”, enabling up to 
50 assorted or identically coded objects to be scanned, 
identified and counted at a range of up to 4m [meters]. 
This is achieved without the need for the objects to be 
physically separated or passed individually over a scan- 
ning head.. 


The system has many other potential uses, from stock 
control— it can scan, identify and count the contents of a 
shelf—to animal tagging or anti-theft devices. 


The Japanese deal was signed by BTG, a London com- 
pany specialising in transferring new products and tech- 
nologies into the industrial market. BTG hopes the 
agreement will lead to the rapid development of com- 
mercial applications for the Supertag technology. 


The consortium includes Oki Electric Industry, a leading 
electronic equipment and device manufacturer which 
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will design the silicon chip, Miyaka, a manufacturer of 
anti-theft tags, Takaya which will produce the radio 
antennas and readers and Seika, which will undertake 
the sales and marketing activities. 


Fismer Viewed as Threat by NP’s Right-Wi 
MB1604191895 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in 
English 16 Apr 95 p 4 


[Report by Ray Hartley] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Young, verlig [liberal] and 
politically close to F W de Klerk, General Services 
Minister Chris Fismer has risen to the top quickly, 
leapfrogging more experienced colleagues to take occu- 
pation of an office in the Union Buildings. In the process 
be has made a few enemies among NP [National Party] 
hardliners, most notably former Justice Minister Danie 
Schutte, who last week publicly attacked an agreement 
Mr Fismer cut with the ANC on the Truth and Recon- 
ciliation Bill. 


“I don’t think its a long-term thing it merely comes with 
a younger person being appointed to a position. I’m not 
a person who studies statistics, but I’m not aware of a 
younger NP cabinet minister,” the 38 year-old minister 


says. 


For Mr Schutte and others in the NP’s rebellious right, 
such as former Regional and Land Affairs Minister 
Andre Fourie, Mr Fismer represents a threatening new 
breed of Nat—too young to share the full burden of guilt 
for apartheid, and too old to be dismissed as inexperi- 
enced. 


As a student in the party’s left wing and later as the NP’s 

representative on the National Peace Secretariat, Mr 
Fismer cut his political teeth on negotiation and com- 
promise. While the isolationist old guard was fighting 
rear guard actions to defend bad eggs in the security 
forces, he was in talks with ANC and Inkatha 
leaders, positioning himself for greater things. 


When Mr de Klerk needed a policy aide and someone to 
hit the election campaign trail with him last year, he 
chose Mr Fismer. He says: “I had a very close view of the 
interesting things that occurred during that stage. I was a 
very close witness to some of the discussions that Mr de 
Klerk regularly had with Mr Mandela.” 


For the election campaign he served as the link man 
between the NP and Mr de Klerk’s national roadshow, 
helping shape soundbites and research policy. But he 
says: “I don’t want to create the impression that I wrote 
his speeches or something like that.” 


When Mr de Klerk had to recommend an NP leader for 
the post of general services minister, he looked past Mr 
Schutte and Mr Fourie, and chose Mr Fismer. “I don’t 
sper.d too much of my time trying to determine why he 
chose me. It was discussed with President Mandela and 
met with his acceptance,” he says. 
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Since then Mr Fismer has been working on turning his 
portfolio into a co-ordinating centre for NP ministers in 
the government of national unity. 


“I have not been appointed merely to get the numbers 
right, but because of the way the government of national 
unity has developed. Many of the more serious decisions 
are not being taken by a single minister or cabinet but are 
being worked out between a number of colleagues,” he 


says. 


Winnie Mandela Publicly Resigns From Post 
MB1704183495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1354 
GMT 17 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg April 17 SAPA— 
Twice-fired Deputy Minister of Arts, Culture, Science 
and Technology Mrs Winnie Mandela on Monday [17 
April] said she was resigning. 


She told a media briefing at her home in Soweto: “I 
publicly resign from that office (deputy minister) to pay 
on to more pressing issues.” She added: “I am 
vt -d that the intended termination of my appoint- 
uent ’s from tomorrow (Tuesday) is again legally invalid 
~d « oconstitutional. It must follow that the intended 
r.uwent of Ms Bridgette Mabandla is also irregular 

and unconstitutional.” 


Mrs Mandela was sacked on March 27 because, African 
National Congress sources said, of an unauthorised trip 
to West Africa. She was reinstated early last week after 
Deptty President Thabo ldbeki conceded her dismissal 
was invalid. On Friday last week [14 April] President 
Nelson Mandela dismissed her again. Mrs Mandela said 
the president's second letter of dismissal ws delivered to 
her on Thursday April 13 although it was dated April 14. 
“The president has failed to provide any or adequate 
reasons in writing justifying my dismissal as deputy 
minister. Instead the president seeks to make facile and 
unimportant distinctions between administrative and 
executive acts. 


“The president owes it to me as a citizen of this country, 
in my Capacity as deputy miwister and to the genzral 
membership of the ANC and to our nation at large to 
explain in full and clear terms why he chose to terminate 
my appointment as deputy minister.” Mrs Mandela said 
the second letter of dismissal made it clear she would 
remain a deputy minister until Tuesday. For this reason 
she officially resigned on Monday. She would still serve 
in the ANC, remain ANC Woman’s League president 
and continue her duties as an ANC MP. 


Mandela: Police Salaries, Cunditions ‘Disgrace’ 
MB1704183695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1515 
GMT 17 Apr 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Umtata April 17 SAPA— 
President Nelson Mandela said on Monday [17 April] 
police salaries were a Jisgrace and he had asked Safety 
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and Security Minister Mr Sydney Mufamadi and 
Finance Minister Mr Chris Liebenberg to look at ways of 
improving their salaries and working conditions. 


He was speaking to journalists at his holiday home at 
Qunu near Umtata in the former Transkei homeland. He 
also announced that he had delegated representatives 
from certain ministries and Deputy Minister of Environ- 
ment Affairs and Tourism Gen Bantu Holomisa to 
convene an urgent meeting at the Umtata Independence 
Stadium on April 26 with civil servants and corporation 
workers in the former Transkei homeland to address 
their grievances. 


He said the delegation would include representatives 
from the Departments of Public Administration and 
Justice and the office of Eastern Cape Premier Mr 
Raymond Mhlaba. Many of the grievances of civil ser- 
vants and corporation workers were genuine and needed 
to be discussed and a solution found quickly, he said. Mr 
Mandela re-emphasised that while people had a legiti- 
mate and constitutional right to strike this did not 
include the right to damage the property of others. He 
accused the Transkei police of disobedience for stopping 
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former Transkei president, paramount Chief Tutor Nda- 
mase, from going through a police road blockade in 
February to go for a medical examination. 


He expressed concern at the slow rate of voter registra- 
tion for the local government elections on November 1 
but said this was symptomatic of all countries which had 
just gained freedom. Some people were saying they 
would not register because it was a nloy to topple him 
from power. He discounted this, and urged all to register 
before the April 27 deadline. 


Referring to the violence at Tsolo in the Transkei, which 
is being investigated by a commission of inquiry, he said 
he would consult Mr Mufamadi and South African 
National Defence Force Chief Gen Georg Meiring about 
finding solutions. 


Gen Holomisa welcomed the announcement of a 
meeting to discuss the grievances of civil] servants and 
corporation workers, but said representatives of civic 
associat'ons, churches and trade unions should also 
attend. A committee representing the people would be 
elected at the meeting and would have to work as quickly 
as possible to present Mr Mandela with a report. 
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Angola 


Santos Mects UN’s Beye To Discuss Peace 


MB1704131795 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1900 GMT 16 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The meeting between President 
Jose Eduardo dos Santos and Jonas Savimbi, leader of 
the National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola [UNITA], is becoming increasingly imminent. 
The preparations are reportedly progressing smoothly, 
although the venue and the date of the meeting between 
the two politicians continue to be secret. 


As part of his contacts to bring about the meeting, Mr. 
Alioune Blondin Beye, mediator of the Angolan peace 
process, went to the Futungo de Belas Palace yesterday, 
where he was received by President Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos. At the end of the meeting, Alioune Blondin Beye 
said he believed the meeting between the UNITA leader 
and President Jose Eduardo dos Santos will be held soon. 


[Begin Beye recording] Yes, I have news, but it is not yet 
the proper time to reveal it. All I can say is that a UNITA 
delegation led by Dr. Jorge Valentim was here in Luanda 
and worked with a government delegation led by Min- 
ister Muteka and Deputy Assistant Minister General 
Higino Carneiro. All this, as well as the Gbadolite 
meeting, are major indications that the meeting will take 
place. It is, however, prudent not to speak of the venue 
and date. [end recording] 


Blue Helmets Begin Arriving in Catumbcla 
MB1804073195 London BBC World Service in 
Portuguese 2030 GMT 17 Apr 95 


[On the “Ultima Hora” program] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] According to sources close to 
the Angolan Government, the historic summit meeting 
between Angolan President Jose Eduardo dos Santos and 
Jonas Savimbi, National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola leader, will be held in Lusaka toward the 
end of this month, or in early May. Meanwhile, it looks 
like obstacles have been overcome concerning the 
signing of the agreement on the third mandate of the UN 
peacekeeping forces in Angola. The government’s posi- 
tion has prevailed concerning the setting up of a UN 
radio: In terms of the country’s current legislation on 
radio broadcasting, the United Nations will have to be 
satisfied with a few hours’ broadcasting each day on the 
national radio. The agreement concerning the UN 
Angola Verification Mission [Unavem]-3 agreement will 
now be signed on 20 April, at the latest. BBC reporter 
Reginaldo Silva provides other details from Luanda: 


An Angolan Government told the BBC this afternoon 
that the agreement will be penned by Foreign Affairs 
Minister Venancio de Moura and UN Secretary General 
Butrus Butrus-Ghali’s representative. [passage omitted] 
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We were not able to learn how many hours Unavem-3 
will be allocated on Radio Angola each week. Indications 
are that the government fought tooth and nail over this 
issue. It placed above all the interests of its sovereignty 
and existing legislation, which forbids the setting up of 
foreign radio stations in Angolan territory. This problem 
helped delay even further the signing of an agreement on 
the status of the UN peacekeeping forces. [passage 
omitted] 


Meanwhile, 27 British officers arrived at Catumbela Air 
Base yesterday. They make up the first batch of a total of 
7,600 Blue Helmets expected to arrive in Angola soon. 
The commander of the group said those men are to stay 
in a warehouse. He expressed concern about accom mo- 
dation for the other 35 Blue Helmets expected to arrive 
in Catumbela before the end of the month. [passage 
omitted] 


UNITA: FAA Moving Forces to Andulo, Bailundo 
MB1804073095 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 18 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] General Joao Baptista de Matos, 
Angolan Armed Forces [FAA] chief of General Staff, has 
ordered his men to take Bie Province’s Andulo District 
and Huambo Province’s Bailundo District. Both areas 
are controlled by the National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola [UNITA]. Gen. Joao de Matos’ 
aim is to link Malanje and Huambo Provinces. To that 
end, large quantities of war materiel are being moved 
from the city of Bie [Kuito] to the capital of the Vouga 
administrative area which, UNITA military sources say, 
will be used as the starting point for FAA’s operation. 


Military sources in the Armed Forces for the Liberation 
of Angola [FALA] General Staff have told Dino Caputo, 
Voice of Resistance of the Black Cockerel correspondent 
in Bailundo, that Gen. Joao de Matos’ orders contradict 
peace and national reconciliation efforts. In view of the 
danger those orders pose to the Angolan peace process, 
should the FAA troops carry them out, the FALA Cen- 
tral Military Front Operational Command has called on 
the UN Angola Verification Mission to appraise the 
Situation as rapidly as possible to prevent the worst 


happening. 
ws ad Implicated as UNITA Arms Transit 
cant 


MB1804104595 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 18 Apr 95 pp 1, 36 


[Report by Gordon Mbuli] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Swaziland has been implicated 
as a major transit point for the infiltration of arms of war 
to Angolan opposition group, the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola (UNITA). 


At a highly-powered one-day closed seminar on Angola 
held at the University of Cambridge in London last 
week, participants said they viewed this in a very serious 


light. 
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The participants at the seminar entitled ‘‘Angola 1995: 
The Road to Peace” included representatives from; 
United Nations, diplomats, military experts, profes- 
sionals and major international donor organisations. 


A Swazi studying in London, Mr Kuseni Dlamini who is 
presently the southern Africa-at-Large Rhodes Scholar, 
and former treason trialist, was also invited to the 
meeting. 


Mr Dlamini, a known political activist here, has written 
to the People’s United Democratic Movement (Pudemo) 
informing it of the country’s reported connivance with 
the guerrillas, and further calling on the movement to 
take action. 


But this alleged scheme on the part of government has 
been vehemently denied by the Cabinet. Foreign Min- 
ister, Mr Solomon Dlamini confirmed that the meeting 
in London did take place, further saying government is 
not taking lightly the allegations against the kingdom. He 
said they have since launched intensive investigations to 
establish the truthfulness or otherwise of the matter. He 
said once the investigations are through, government 
will issue a country statement. [as published] 


The House of Commons at Westminster in London 
discussed a campaign strategy to expose the countries 
which are helping UNITA to the international commu- 
nity and demand that an embargo be imposed on them 
too. At the seminar, Swaziland was implicated by a 
respected researcher working for the international 
human rights body, Human Rights Watch in the United 
Kingdom. He claimed that Swaziland was colluding with 
Mabuto Sese Seko, President of Zaire who also provided 
his country as a major transit point for the infiltration of 
arms to UNITA. 


The researcher reported to the seminar that flights car- 
rying huge consignment of military equipment land at 
Matsapha Airport after which they fly to Kinshasa and 
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from Kinshasa they are said to be taken direct to UNITA 
bases and strongholds in Angola with the assistance of 
Mr Mabuto Sese Seko. 


Swaziland’s implication was seen as a gross violation of 
the UN-imposed embargo on UNITA. The arms sanc- 
tions against UNITA were imposed after it refused to 
accept the result of the 1992 democratic elections in 
Angola which the ruling Movement for People’s Libera- 
tion of Angola (MPLA) won with a landslide. 


The elections were pronounced free and fair by the 
United Nations which had Margaret Anstee as its special 
representative in Angola at the time of the elections. 
Anstee was also attending the seminar. 


Mr Kuseni Dlamini wrote: ‘“‘Considering that His Maj- 
esty’s Government and His Majesty himself by virtue of 
being Head of State, is currently holding the vice chair- 
manship of SADC [Southern African Development 
Community], I was very shocked indeed when I heard 
these reports.” 


Angola is a SADC member. Mr Dlamini continued: “It 
matters to us all. And in fact, as far as I am concerned 
and I have ed this point in various forums here, 
SADC and OAU should be in the forefront of solving the 
Angolan crisis instead of playing the background they are 
playing now. If these reports are true, let’s hope they are 
not, it will be hypocrisy of the highest order and the 
People of Swaziland will deserve an explanation from 
the government or else it will have to be ordered to 
disband. 


“We cannot remain a respectable and proud nation 
while we are simultaneously implicated in covert opera- 
tions of such magnitude. It would be a national disgrace 
for all the people of Swaziland. Those who happen to be 
lucky to travel abroad will have to be prepared to be 
asked and ridiculed about these things,” Mr Dlamini 
warned. 
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Liberia 
UNICEF Reports 62 People ‘Hacked to Death’ 
AU1804095395 Paris AFP in English 0943 GMT 18 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Geneva, April 18 (Al‘P)— 
Sixty-two people, almost all women and children, have 
been hacked to death in the southern Liberian village of 
Yosi, a UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) spokesman 
announced on Tuesday [18 April]. 


Citing a medical source and accounts by survivors, the 
spokesman, Damien Personnaz, said the victims were mas- 
sacred with machetes on April 9. An undisclosed number of 
injured people were taken to the port city of Buchanan or 
flown by helicopter to the capital Monrovia. 


Yosi is in a region controlled by one of the west African 
country’s main armed faction, the National Patriotic Front 
of Liberia (NPFL) led by Charles Taylor, but it was not 
known who carried out the slaughter, Personnaz said. 


Nigeria 
Journalist Confirms Executions of Coup Plotters 


AB1704130195 London BBC World Service in English 
0615 GMT 17 Apr 95 


[From the “‘Network Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Unidentified announcer] We 
take you back to the Nigerian story about allegations in 
yesterday’s OBSERVER newspaper, that the military 
government in Nigeria has executed between 60 and 80 
officers implicated in a plot to overthrow the govern- 
ment there. Well, the writer of that story is (Philip Van 
Nicket). He was recently in Nigeria, is back at Johannes- 
burg, and he has joined me on the line now: 


[Announcer] Good morning Philip. 
[(Van Nicket)}] Good morning. 


[Announcer] Yes. First of all, how confident are you 
about the sources of your story? 


[(Van Nicket)} Look, I think I made it clear in the story 
that what we heard was not a smoking gun, but compel- 
ling evidence. In other words, we did not have definitive 
proof. What we had was several sources within the 
military, within the state security services— and former 
politicians—who spoke about the story; and we then 
went to near the site, which is the Usuma Dam outside 
Abuja, and spoke to people on the ground who had seen 
the military convoy travelling through that area on 18 
March, a large military convoy with several Black Maria 
[police vans] that is... [pauses] you know, large armored 
vehicles. People apparently saw some prisoners in hand- 
cuffs in the back of some of the trucks in very bad shape. 


[Announcer] But Philip, do you think you should sound 
so confident, especially when you yourself have not 
spoken either to the families of alleged victims or to.... 
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[pauses] you have not been there yourself? Could you 
have been manipulated by, maybe, by rumormongers? 


[(Van Nicket)}] Well, no. I think we crosschecked with 
many sources as we were abie to. 


[Announcer] When you say many sources, how many 
sources are you talking about? 


{(Van Nicket)} Well, a number actually, and I think that 
in the... 


[Announcer, interrupting] You sound vague when you 
Say a number... 


{(Van Nicket)] Well, in terms of definite information, 
four. But in terms of people who would not deny and 
who are certainly not willing to, I think, put themselves 
on the line and actually fear that something terrible 
could happen to them if they spoke. There were more 
who would not deny or confirm but some [words indis- 
tinct] when they talked about that. 


[Announcer] Well Philip, Brigadier General Fred Chijuka, 
the military spokesman, has given you an offer to come 
yourself and reverify, if I can use that, reverify the story you 
are putting across. How prepared are you to take up this 
offer? 


[(Van Nicket)] I am well prepared to take up the offer. I 
mean it sounds like a very nice offer, as long as he can 
guarantee my safety, as long as he can give me free access to 
go to the site that, I believe, where the things happened and 
have access to speak to the people I need to speak to. 


[Announcer, interrupting] So briefly... 


{(Van Nicket)] [words indistinct] if the story is true or 
not. I mean not to be simply in the hold of the military 
or the government while I am there. 


[Announcer] So briefly, I could ask you... 


((Van Nicket) interrupting] [words indistinct] freely as a 
journalist, which many journalists in Nigeria do not have 
the freedom to do, I might say. But if he is prepared to 
give me that offer, and I am guaranteed that level of 
freedom, I am willing to take him up. 


Diplomat Confirms Summary Exccutions 
AB1704 134095 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 1215 
GMT 17 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] In Nigeria, 60 men and officers have 
been executed following their implication in last March’s 
abortive coup, but the Army’s spokesman has denied this 
report. Our Lagos correspondent Tunde Fatunde reports: 


[Begin Fatunde recording] Addressing newsmen at the 
Defense Headquarters in Lagos, Army Spokesman General 
Fred Chijuka flatly denied the report published by the 
London-based daily, THE OBSERVER, saying that 60 men 
and officers of the Armed Forces have been summarily 
executed, following their implication in the 1 March abor- 
tive coup. Gen. Chijuka described the report as false and 
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baseless because, I quote, Nigeria respects human rights 
very much. We have confidence in the judiciary. No execu- 
tion will take place without the conclusion of the legal 
process. [no reference to closing of quotation as heard] 


He confirmed that the officers and the civilians impli- 
cated in the July [as heard] coup are still being interro- 
gated. It will be noted that an experienced diplomat, who 
asked not to be named, has confirmed the London-based 
newspaper’s report, adding that this summary execution 
of the men and officiers took place on 18 March at Lower 
Usman Dam, 35 kilometers on the outskirt of Abuja, 
Nigeria’s political capital. [end recording] 


Spokesman Says Exccations ‘Bascless’ 
AB1704180495 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 1700 
GMT 17 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The defense headquarters has 
described as baseless reports that some of the soldiers 
alleged to have participated in the recent coup plot have 
been secretly executed. The director of defense informa- 
tion, Brigadier General Fred Chijuka, stated this in 
Lagos while reacting to a foreign media report that 80 
noncommissioned officers had been secretly executed. 


Brig. Fred Chijuka wondered how many noncommissioned 
officers were in the Army that such a number of soldiers 
would be secretly executed. He said that such reports were 
calculated to smear the image of the country and present 
Africa as uncivilized. The director of defense information, 
however, stated that all those found guilty in connection 
with the recent foiled coup plot would pass through the due 
process of the law. Brig. Fred Chijuka maintained that those 
found guilty would be tried by a competent tribunal. 


Supreme Court To Hear Abiola Detention Suit 
AB1404 183995 Paris AFP in English 1455 GMT 14 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, April 14 (AFP)—Nigeria’s 
Supreme Court will hear jailed opposition leader Moshood 
Abiola’s suit against continued detention in spite of a bail 
award next Thursday (20 April], his lawyers said Friday. 


The lawyers are seeking to strike out an appeal filed at the 
Supreme Court by the military junta against a judgment by 
the Federal Appeal Court in the northern town of Kaduna, 
on November 4, ordering that Chief Abiola be freed. 


The Kaduna court reversed a bail release, with condi- 
tions attached, granted to the millionaire politician by 
the Abuja Federal High Court three months earlier, 
which he had rejected. 


Abiola, was arrested on June 23 last year and faces charges 
of treasonable felony, after he declared himself head of state 
on the basis of a presidential election in June 1993, which he 
is believed to have won comfortably. 


That election, though judged free and fair by local an 
international observers, was annulled the same month by 
the then military regime of General Ibrahim Babangida. 
The head of state, General Sani Abacha, has so far 
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ignored appeals by governments, individuals, local and 
international organisations to free Abiola, whose health, 
according to his Doctor and the Nigerian Medical Asso- 
ciation, has deteriorated in detention. 


Only the court can free Chief Abiola, General Abacha 
said last Tuesday in Abuja when he received a delegation 
of traditional monarchs from Ogun, Abiola’s home state, 
which came to plead for his release. 


Abiola’s case would go through due process of the law, he 
said, adding that government would be setting a ‘“‘dan- 
gerous precedent”’ if any other means was used to carry 
out his liberation. 


Last week Thursday, the Anglican Archbishop of South 
Africa, Desmond Tutu, a special envoy of President Nelson 
Mandela, announced after meeting Abiola that the million- 
aire politician was now ready to accept conditional release 
to enable him attend to his deteriorating health. 


Senegal 
es Missing Tourists Not Caught Up in 
ar 
AB1404161395 Paris AFP in English 1558 GMT 14 Apr 95 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Dakar, April 14 (AFP)—The Sene- 
galese Government dismissed Friday [14 April] the possi- 
bility that conflict between government troops and 
separatists in the south of the country could be behind the 
disappearance of four French tourists. But there was still no 
sign Friday of the two couples, who have been missing for 
over a week in the Casamance region, and Senegalese 
authorities looked increasingly helpless to find them 
because of a lack of effective search equipment, officials 
said. 

“Instructions have been given to military and administra- 
tive authorities for sustained searches throughout the area,”’ 
the government said, while Communications Minister 
Serigne Diop discounted the theory that the tourists may 
have been caught up in fighting. ‘““The army is not in a war 
situation in Casamance, but is trying to keep the peace to 
ensure the safety of property and people,” Diop said. 


French nationals here said they feared that Claude and 
Catherine Cave and Jean-Claude and Martine Gagnaire 
may be casualties of one of the many skirmishes between 
guerrillas of the Casamance Movement of Democratic 
Forces (MFDC) and government troops. 


The tourists, from Saint-Etienne in central France, dis- 
appeared on April 6 between Zinguinchor and the tourist 
resort of Cap Skirring. 


Investigators remained tight-lipped about the search 
operation Friday. “All avenues of enquiry remain open, 
from a road accident tu drowning to kidnapping by 
separatists,” said one of the investigators. 


The separatists, who consider that the mainly animist 
Casamance has been colonised by Senegalese from the 
Islamic north, denied having any part in their disappear- 
ance, which it called an “act of diabolical piracy’’ and 
blamed it on the ‘‘Senegalese forces of invasion, occupa- 
tion and repression.” 
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